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Drivers - Standards@Singapore
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Build Trust in Singapore Products, Services and Enterprises to Drive Economic Growth 

 Int’l & SG Standards

 Biz Excellence Standards

 Measurement Standards 

@ A-STAR

STANDARDS CONFORMANCE REGULATIONS
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QUALITY & EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK

* Private Sector

 Accreditation

 Testing & Inspection*

 Certification*

 Calibration*

• Develops and promotes standards in priority areas

• Adopts or participates in developing international standards, where possible. 

 Consumer Product Safety

 Weights & Measures

 Regulatory requirements by 

other regulators

Health, 

Safety & Environment 



Players - SPRING & the Standards Council
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• Administers the SG Standardisation Programme

• Formulates the policies, strategies, programmes
and procedures of the Singapore Standardisation Programme

• Publishes voluntary SG standards (SS) and Technical References (TRs)
• Influences and safeguards SG's interest 

at international and regional standards forums

SPRING
Singapore’s 

National Standards Body

• Industry-led
• Approves the establishment and withdrawal of SS 

• Set up Committees & Working Groups 
to develop new standards and review existing standards

• Advises and assists SPRING in implementing the policies, strategies, 
programmes and procedures of the SG Standardisation Programme

Singapore 
Standards 

Council 
(appointed by SPRING)



Singapore Standards Committees
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STANDARDS REGULATIONSCONFORMANCE

Environment 

& Resources

Quality 

& Safety 

Taskforce on 

Marketing & 

Communication

Coordinating 

Committee for 

Smart Nation 

(CCSN)

Coordinating 

Committee for 

Silver Industry 

(CCSI)

Electrical 

& Electronic

Building &

Construction

Information

Technology
Chemical

Biomedical

& Health
Food ManufacturingServices

STANDARDS COMMITTEES
- Overseeing standardisationwork in specific sectors

TECHNICAL COMMITTEES
- Overseeing standardisation work in specific focus areas

WORKING GROUPS
- Draft new standards and review existing standards



Council … Committees … Working Groups

How they fit
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•Industry experts who contribute 
their expertise & experience to the 
development or review of specific 
standards

Working Groups/

Technical Committees

•Focus on standardisation areas 
within the scope of industries or 
technical fields covered by 
Standards Committees. 

•Main role: Provide strategic & 
technical directions to Working 
Group.

Technical 
Committees •Oversee national and 

international standardisation 
within the industries or technical 
fields (e.g. Food, Biomedical & 
Health, Quality & Safety, 
Manufacturing Standards 
Committees)

Standards 
Committees

•Advises SPRING on priorities, 
strategies, policies & procedures 
of the Singapore Standardisation
Programme. 

•Approves composition & business 
plans of standards committees & 
establishment & withdrawal of 
Singapore Standards

Standards Council



Private & public partnership

14 Mar 2018Singapore Standardisation Programme | Seet Choh San7

Government Agencies

Voluntary Singapore Standards and International Standards

Fulfill Regulators’ RequirementsRaise Industry Competitiveness & Productivity

Development of standards by experts 

from industry, government agencies, IHLs and consumers

Stipulated as technical requirements 

by government agencies

Adopted by 

Industry/enterprises

Leverage

Requests for new standards by industry & government agencies

Industry

National Standardisation Programme 
administered by SPRING

Overseas

Standards 

Organisations 

(e.g. ISO, IEC)

Standards are developed based on the 
principles of transparency, openness, impartiality, consensus, market relevance and coherence



National Mirror Committees (NMC)
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Manufacturing

ISO/TC 67 Materials, equipment and offshore 
structures for petroleum, petrochemical and natural 
gas industries
ISO/TC 261 Additive manufacturing (3D printing)
ISO/TC 299 Robotics

Environment & Resources

ISO/TC 207 Environmental Management
ISO/TC 224 Service activities relating to drinking water 
supply systems and wastewater systems - Quality 
criteria of the service and performance indicators
ISO/TC 242 Energy management 
ISO/TC 257 Evaluation of energy savings

Biomedical & Health

ISO/TC 121 Anaesthetic and respiratory equipment
ISO/212 Clinical laboratory testing and in-vitro 
diagnostic test system
ISO/TC 217 Comestics
ISO/TC 249 Traditional chinese medicine

Building & Construction

ISO/TC 59 Buildings and civil engineering works
ISO/TC 71 Concrete, reinforced concrete and pre-
stressed concrete
ISO/TC 182 Geotechnics
ISO/TC 268 Sustainable development in communities

Chemical

ISO/TC 28 Petroleum products and lubricants
ISO/TC 45 Rubber and Rubber products
ISO/TC 61 Plastics
ISO/TC 229 Nanotechnology

IEC/TC 34 Lamps and related equipment
IEC/TC 47 Semiconductor Devices
IEC/TC 82 Solar photovoltaic energy systems

Electrical & Electronic

Information Technology  

ISO/TC 68 Banking and related financial services
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC17 Cards & personal identification
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC27 IT Security Techniques
ISO/IEC JTC1/SC37 Biometrics

Quality & Safety

ISO/TC 44 Welding and allied processes
ISO/TC 176 Quality management
ISO/TC 254 Safety of attractions 
ISO/PC 283 Occupational health and safety 
management systems
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and 

Safety Case 



Standards and Safety Case #1

I need a 

common language …
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Standards!
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Environment 
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Quality 

& Safety 
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Standards and Safety Case #2

Is this safety standard 

Voluntary?
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Mostly … except …



ACOPs

•A

•C

•O

•P
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•Approved

•Codes

•Of

•Practice



Standards and Safety Case #3

The industry 

needs a standard!
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Remember … NWIP



Standard Technical Reference

Standards development process
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SPRING/SC assesses significance of the NWIP

Yes

No
Significant?

SPRING circulates the draft SS 

for public comment and SC approves

SPRING edits, gazettes & publishes the SS

Announcement of work commencement

Initiate the development of the draft SS/TR

Reply to the requestor

New work item proposal (NWIP)

TC / WG formed to draft  the TRTC / WG formed to draft  the SS

SC endorses the TR

SPRING edits and publishes the TR

12 
Months

12-24 
Months

No public 
comment

NWIP may originate from 

the SC, TC, WG, industry, 

government or academia

Code Definition

SC Standards Committee

TC Technical Committee

WG Working Group

SS Singapore Standard

TR Technical Reference

Remember
NWIP



Standards … keep it handy!
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Thank you!

Seet Choh San

Deputy Chairman

Quality & Safety Standards Committee


